SUMMER READING 

ELEMENTARY GRADES

KINDERGARTEN – GRADE 2

The Adventures of Polo by Regis Faller

All the World by Liz Garton Scanlon

Ain’t Gonna Paint No More by Karen Beaumont

A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon

Beautiful Blackbird by Ashley Bryan 

City Dog Country Frog by Mo Willems

Counting Ovejas by Sarah Weeks and David Diaz 

David Goes to School by David Shannon
Duck! Rabbit! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal  
Diego: Bigger Than Life by Carmen Bernier-Grand and David Diaz 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willems

Dooby, Dooby, Moo by Doreen Cronin 

Freight Train by Donald Crews

The Gingerbread Man  by Eric Kimmel
Global Babies by Global Fund for Children, Frans Lemmens and Karen Su 

Go Dog Go by P.D. Eastman

Goha the Wise Fool by Denys Johnson-Davies and Henry El Saed Ahmed 

Henry’s Amazing Imagination by Nancy L. Carlson

 Hooway for Wodney Wat by Helen Lester

I am America by Charles R. Smith, Jr.

 I Lost My Tooth in Africa by Penda Diakite  Illustrated by Baba Wagué Diakité. 

I Love My Hair! By Natasja Anastasia Tarpley. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis

Jambo Means Hello by Muriel Feeling

Jazzy Miz Mozetta, written by Brenda C. Roberts illus by Frank Morriso

 Joseph Had a Little Overcoat by Simms Taback

Keena Ford and the Second-grade Mix-Up by Melissa Thomson
The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn
Let It Shine by Ashley Bryan 

Ling and Ting: Not Exactly the Same by Grace Lin

The Lion & the Mouse  by Jerry Pinkney
Little Night by Yuyi Morales 

Little Quack  by Lauren Thompson
Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten by Joseph Slate
Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle 
Mural  on Second Avenue and Other City Poems by Lilian Moore

My America by Jan Spivey Gilchrist 

My People by Langston Hughes and Charles R. Smith

The Neighborhood Mother Goose by Nina Crews
Olivia goes to Venice by Ian Falconer 

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson and E. B. Lewis 

Otis & Sydney and the Best Birthday Ever by Laura Numeroff 

Papa and Me by Arthur Dorros

Pie in the Sky  by Lois Ehlert

The Rainbow Fish by James Alison
Right Outside My Window by Mary Ann Hoberman

Seals on the Bus by Lenny Hort

Shhh! Everybody’s Sleeping by Julie Markes

Silly Street by Jeff Foxworthy

A Splendid Friend Indeed by Suzanne Bloom
Stanley’s Party  by Linda Bailey
The Storyteller’s Candle by Lucia Gonzalez and Lulu Delacre 

Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding by Lenore Look and Yumi Heo 

Uptown by Bryan Collier 

The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers

We All Went on Safari: A Counting Journey through Tanzania by Laurie Krebs 

What Can You Do With a Paleta! by Carmen Tafolla

When Sophie Gets Angry - Really, Really Angry...  by Molly Bang

Wild About Books by Judy Sierra

The Yellow Balloon by Charlotte Dematons

Younguncle Comes to Town by Vandana Singh and B. M. Kamath 
Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales  by Lucy Cousins
SUMMER READING 

ELEMENTARY GRADES

GRADES 3-5

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko

Anansi and the Talking Melon by Eric Kimmel

Are We There Yet? by Alison Lester

Armando and the Blue Tarp School by Edith Hope Fine

Ashley Bryan: Words to My Life’s Song by Ashley Bryan. Photographed by Bill McGuinness

Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshal  by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson, illustrated by R. Gregory Christie,

Be My Neighbor by Maya Ajmera

Bill and Pete Go Down the Nile by Tomi DePaola

The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich

Bloomability by Sharon Creech

Boys Without Names by Kashmira Sheth



Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything in It by Sundee T. Frazier 

The Broken Bike Boy and the Queen of 33rd Street by Sharon Flake 

Brothers in Hope by Mary Williams and R. Gregory Christie 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

Boys Without Names by Kashmira Sheth



Camel Rider by Prue Mason 


Celia Cruz, Queen of Salsa by Veronica Chambers and Julie Maren

The Colors of Us by Karen Katz

A Crazy Day with Cobras (Magic Tree House #45) by Mary Pope Osborne

Day of the Pelican by Katherine Paterson 

Donavan’s Word Jar  by Monalisa DeGross 

Donavan’s Double Trouble by Monalisa DeGross

Dreamer by Pam Munoz Ryan

The Earth Shook by Donna Jo Napoli

ellington was not a street by Ntozake Shange. Illustrated by Kadir Nelson.
The Empty Pot by Demi

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Extra Credit by Andrew Clements

Facing the Lion by Joseph Lekuton 

The Frog Scientist by Pamela S. Turner

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

Gruesome Guide to World Monsters by Judy Sierra

Hachiko by Pamela S. Turner

Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus 


Indian Shoes by Cynthia Leitich Smith  Illustrated by Jim Madsen
John Henry  by Julius Lester. Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. 

Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World by Mildred Pitts Walter

Knucklehead by Jon Scieszka
Librarian of Basra: A True Story from Iraq by Jeanette Winter

Lionboy by Zizou Corder

London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd


Looking for Bapu by Anjali Banerjee

Madame Pamplemousse and Her Incredible Edibles by Rupert Kingfisher

Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel by Nikki Grimes

Maritcha by Tonya Bolden

The Moon Over Star by Dianna Hutts Aston and Jerry Pinkney

Murder Afloat Jane Leslie Conly

Natural Disasters by Claire Watts


Ninth Ward  by Jewell Parker Rhodes,

One Crazy Summer written by Rita Williams-Garcia

One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Big Difference by Katie Smith Milway

Only One Year by Andrea Cheng

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper

Poems to Dream Together: Poemas Para Soñar Juntos by Francisco X. Alarcón

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan

Revolution is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine


Rickshaw Girl by Mitali Perkins  Illustrated by Jamie Hogan.

Ruby Lu, Brave and True by Lenore Look Illustrated by Anne Wilsdorf.

Salsa Stories by Lulu Delacre


The Scrambled States of America by Laurie Keller

Sequoyah by James Rumford 

Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson and Hudson Talbott

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park

Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger

Take Me with You by Carolyn Marsden


Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

Yuki and the One Thousand Carriers by Gloria Whelan

The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

What the World Eats by Faith D’Alusio and Peter Menzel 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin

White Giraffe by Lauren St. John

Zora and Me by Victoria Bond and T.R. Simon
SUMMER READING LIST

MIDDLE SCHOOL

After Tupac and D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson  
Airborn by Kenneth Oppel 

Anthony Burns: the Defeat and Triumph of a Fugitive Slave by Virginia Hamilton

Ask Me No Questions by Marina Budhos
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing by M. T. Anderson 

At Her Majesty’s Request by Walter Dean Myers

Bang! by Sharon Flake

Becoming Billie Holiday by Carole Boston Weatherford

Bird by Angela Johnson 

Black and White by Paul Volponi 

The Black Canary by Jane Louise Curry

Blood Red Horse by K. M. Grant

Bucking the Sarge  by Christopher Paul Curtis

The Braid by Helen Frost 

Carver: A Life in Poems by Marilyn Nelson

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson

Charles and Emma: the Darwins’ Leap of Faith by Deborah Heligman

Chameleon by Charles R. Smith

Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac

Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters by Gail Giles

The Diary of Pelly D by L. J. Addington
The Door of No Return by Sarah Mussi

Down the Rabbit Hole: an Echo Falls Mystery by Peter Abrahams

Emako Blue by Brenda Woods

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Finding Our Way by Rene Saldana

Forged by Fire by Sharon Draper

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer

Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate 

Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt

Howl’s Moving Castle by Diana Wynne Jones

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

I Am a Taxi by Deborah Ellis 

In the Night, On Lanvale Street by Jane Leslie Conly

Jazmin’s Notebook by Nikki Grimes

Jolted: Newton Starker's Rules for Survival by Arthur G. Slade

Kampung Boy by Lat 

Kit’s Wilderness by David Almond

The Last Olympian by Rick Riordan

The Legend of the Wandering King by Laura Gallego Garcia

Lockdown by Walter Dean Myers

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

The Man Who Was Poe by Avi

Maximum Ride by James Patterson

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson

Money Hungry by Sharon Flake

Mouse Guard: Fall 1152 by David Peterson
My Mother, the Cheerleader by Robert Sharenow 

Nation by Terry Pratchett

New Boy by Julian Houston 

The Other Side of Truth by Beverly Naidoo

Paper Towns by John Green

Peak by Roland Smith

Pemba’s Song by Marilyn Nelson

Queen Bee by Chynna Clugston 

Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horowitz

Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 

The Rock and the River by kekla magoon

Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz 

Satchal Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow by James Sturm

Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman 

Shift by Jennifer Bradbury

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy

Sold by Patricia McCormick 

Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury

Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers 

Son of the Mob by Gordon Korman

Standing Against the Wind by Traci L. Jones

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz

Summerland by Michael Chabon

Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolfe

Un Lun Dun by China Mieville 

We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Pact Led to Success by Sampson Davis

What They Found: Love on 145th Street by Walter Dean Myers 

When the Black Girl Sings by Bil Wright 

You don’t Even Know Me by Sharon Flake
Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty by G. Neri, illustrated by Randy DuBurke

SUMMER READING LIST

HIGH SCHOOL

The Absolutely True Story of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie, 

An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary Pearson 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch: An Odysseyin the New China by Matthew Polly 

Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman 

The Autobiography of My Dead Brother by Walter Dean Myers  

Ball Don’t Lie by Matt de la Pena 

The Battle of Jericho by Sharon Draper  

Beacon Hills High by Mo’Nique

Beast by Walter Dean Myers

Being by Kevin Brooks 

Blood and Chocolate by Annette Curtis Klaus

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Born Confused by Tanuja Desai Hidier

Born In Sin by Evelyn Coleman

Broken China by Lori Aurelia Williams

Caramelo, or, Puro cuento : a novel by Cisneros, Sandra
Copper Sun by Sharon Draper

Does My Head Look Big in This? By Randa Abdel-Fattah 

Double Helix by Nancy Werlin
Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama

The Fall of Rome by Martha Southgate
First Part Last by Angela Johnson
Gil’s All Fright Diner by A. Martinez 

Glass by Ellen Hopkins 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
Going Bovine by Libba Bray

Grace After Midnight by Felicia “Snoop” Pearson

A Great and Terrible Beauty  by Libba Bray. 

Hold Me Closer, Necromancer by Lish McBride 

Homeboyz by Alan L. Sitomer 

How to Say Goodbye in Robot by Natalie Standiford

The House at Sugar Beach by Helene Cooper

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak

I Beat the Odds : From Homelessness, To the Blind Side, and Beyond  by Michael Oher 

Imani All Mine by Connie Porter 

Jude by Kate Morgenroth 

King of the Screw-ups by K. L. Going
Kindred by Octavia Butler

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

The Land by Mildred Taylor

Letters to a Young Brother: Manifest Your Destiny by Hill Harper 

Letters to a Young Sister: Define Your Destiny by Hill Harper 

The Lie by Oscar H. Bennett 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

Malcolm X: A Graphic Biography by Andrew Helfer and Randy DuBurke 
Mister Pip by Lloyd Jones 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

My Jim by Nancy Rawles 

Nevermore by Kelly Creach

Night Road by A. M. Jenkins

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly

Nothing to Lose by Alex Flinn
November Blues by Sharon Draper 

The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore
The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream by Sampson Davis

Patterson Heights by Felicia Pride

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
Repossessed by A.M. Jenkins 

River, Cross My Heart by Breena Clarke

Rules of Survival by Nancy Werlin
Sag Harbor by Colson Whitehead

Slam by Nick Hornby 

Snow Falling in Spring by Moying Li

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 

Soldier: A Poet's Childhood by June Jordan
Song Yet Sung by James McBride

Still I Rise: A Graphic History of African Americans by Roland Owen Laird

Stitches by David Small

13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson

Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson

Twists and Turns by Janet McDonald

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
What Happened to Cass McBride? by Gail Giles
